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FROM THE

CHIEF EXECUTIVE
by Ian Dunn

in style and content. As we seek to enhance the impact of the Galapagos Conservation Trust in the
conservation and sustainable development of Galapagos, we will share with you our successes and challenges
in these pages and through our digital communications. Please visit our website savegalapagos.org
and sign up to our e-newsletter to keep up-to-date with news between these biannual magazines.
In this edition, we will cover our new giant tortoise project that we
are working on with The Zoological Society of London, the British
Chelonia Group and Professor Steve Blake (p. 19). We will introduce
you to Discovering Galapagos (p. 15) – our exciting new bilingual
educational tool being developed in partnership with the Royal
Geographical Society. We will outline the immense effort being
undertaken to eradicate invasive rats from the Islands (p. 8). There
are new pages featuring the work of the Charles Darwin Foundation
(p. 7) and a column entitled ‘global relevance’ (p. 20), which looks
into how the work we support in Galapagos can help further knowledge
or solutions to some of the wider issues humanity is facing.
In our events section (p. 13), you will see an increasing
span of activities as we step up our outreach programme. I am
particularly delighted that we will be holding an evening with Sir David
Attenborough in June and also running a trip to Galapagos in November.
Our events this year will take us to several locations in and out of
London, as well as to speaking engagements around the country.
We hope to see you at one of them.
Thank you to the 450 members who took the time to complete
last year’s membership survey. We share a summary of feedback from
the survey in our membership section (p. 21). This feedback enables

PHOTOGRAPHY BY GCT/IAN DUNN
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ELCOME TO OUR NEW-LOOK GALAPAGOS MATTERS. We hope you like the changes

us to respond to your expectations and interests in a more focused
manner; the changes to this magazine are part of that response.
I am very pleased to let you know that our recent Darwin’s
Songbirds Appeal generated over £25,000. We are beginning to
put this money to use, primarily in tackling Philornis downsi, which
continues to have a devastating impact on Darwin’s Finches and other
songbirds. We will keep you informed of progress. Keep an eye out
also for our forthcoming shark appeal. By working with the Zoological
Society of London, the Charles Darwin Foundation, and others we will
be seeking new ways of protecting these fascinating but endangered
predators. The health of marine ecosystems, including the Galapagos
Marine Reserve, requires our attention and will be the focus of our
next edition.
We hope you enjoy the wonderful photography we have selected,
some of which features in our 2014 calendar. We are refreshing our
merchandise range, and gifts for any time of year can be found at the
back of this magazine or on our website. Finally, I personally invite
feedback on any of the articles, on the magazine overall and on the
work we are undertaking to Ian@gct.org. We really do want you to
share your views with us, and hopefully also with your friends.
Let them know that Galapagos Matters!

Galapagos Matters is a copyright twiceyearly publication produced for members of the Galapagos Conservation Trust.
The information in this issue was obtained ISSN 2050-6074 GalapagosMatters is
Designer: The Graphic Design House
from various sources, all of which have
printed on paper made from well managed Printer: Bishops Printers
extensive knowledge of Galapagos, but
forests and controlled sources.
Charles Darwin Suite, 28 Portland Place,
neither GCT nor the contributors are
Editor: Henry Nicholls
London W1B 1LY
responsible for the accuracy of the
Chief Executive: Ian Dunn
www.savegalapagos.org gct@gct.org
contents or the opinions expressed herein. Communications Manager: Neil Aldridge
020 7399 7440
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WILD
GALAPAGOS
S

ebastian Cruz took this striking photograph of a
Galapagos hawk feeding on a red-billed tropicbird while surveying
swallow-tailed gulls on Espanola Island. Currently working towards
his PhD with the Max Planck Institute for Ornithology, Sebastian
knows these birds well. This hawk is one of a pair that regularly
hunts around the seabird colony at Punta Cevallos, which Sebastian
surveys daily. This shot also impressed the judges of our 2012
photo competition so much that it was voted the overall winner.
You can see all the winners on our website savegalapagos.org.
Galapagos hawks are one of the non-target species that requires
careful consideration when rat eradication is carried out on an
island. To find out about the work being done to protect these birds
during rat eradication efforts, see our feature on page 8.
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NEWS

LONESOME GEORGE
HAS RELATIVES

L

PHOTOGRAPHY BY YALE UNIVERSITY

ONESOME GEORGE might be have passed away
but he’s still making the news. Just months after
his unexpected death in June last year, geneticists
revealed that there may be dozens of tortoises with
Pinta ancestry living on Wolf Volcano on Isabela.

We hope that with a selective
breeding program, we can
reintroduce this tortoise species
to its native home.

CORREA RE-ELECTED

R

afael Correa is to serve a third successive term as President
of Ecuador. In national elections, held in February, Correa polled almost 60%
of the vote ahead of closest rival the banker Guillermo Lasso with just over 20%.
This is good news for Galapagos. Shortly after coming into office in January
2007, the left-wing economist Correa declared Galapagos “at risk” and “a national
priority”. He is thought to back proposed amendments to The Special Law for
Galapagos currently before the National Congress, which will address several
shortcomings in the existing legislation. According to the Ecuadorian constitution,
which prevents the same individual serving more than three successive terms
as president, Correa now has a maximum of four years left in office.
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In December 2008, the Galapagos National Park (GNP) and geneticists
from Yale University in Connecticut mounted a huge expedition to
Wolf to extract blood from as many of the volcano’s tortoises as
possible. They came away with more than 1,600 samples.
After careful analysis, the geneticists have identified 17 individuals
with Pinta-like genes. Four of these tortoises look like they are firstgeneration hybrids, with one or other of their parents being of full Pinta
stock. The rest seem to be second-generation hybrids, according to a paper
published in the scientific journal Biological Conservation in January.
Given that the sampling may only have captured around one-fifth of
the tortoises on Wolf, the geneticists extrapolate that there could be some
60 to 70 Chelonoidis abingdoni hybrids yet to be discovered. As five of the
17 tortoises are juveniles less than 20-years-old, it is also possible that
there is still a purebred Pinta tortoise out there and breeding. “Our goal is
to go back this spring to look for surviving individuals of this species and to
collect hybrids,” says Adalgisa Caccone, senior author on the study.

CRUCIAL COLLECTIONS

O

n behalf of the people of Ecuador, the Charles Darwin Foundation
is responsible for the most comprehensive collection of Galapagos organisms
anywhere in the world. For more than 50 years, Galapagos National Park staff,
CDF researchers, visiting scientists and naturalist guides have contributed to
this collection, which now contains over 80,000 native specimens and an almost
complete set of introduced, non-native species (see darwinfoundation.org/
datazone/checklists). In spite of this impressive collection, housed at the CDF
research station in Puerto Ayora, it’s estimated that at least 50% of all Galapagos
species are yet to be described. As the Galapagos Islands are subjected to ever
increasing pressures, the growing collections are of immense importance for
species identification and for conservation management carried out by local
partners like the GNP and the new Agency for Biosecurity in Galapagos (ABG). In
addition, the CDF collections are also an important educational tool, providing the
opportunity to teach and learn about what it is that makes Galapagos unique.

SMUGGLER SENTENCED

A

German national caught trying to smuggle land iguanas out of Galapagos
will serve four years in prison, the maximum possible sentence for this
kind of wildlife crime. Dirk Bender, a 32-year-old lifeguard, was arrested
at Baltra airport in July last year as he attempted to leave the Islands
with four land iguanas (Conolophus subcristatus) in his luggage, a species
categorised as Vulnerable on the International Union for the Conservation
of Nature’s Red List of Threatened Species and protected according to
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species.
At his trial in Puerto Ayora in January, he was found guilty of attempting
to extract an endangered species from the Archipelago. “The court’s decision
is a milestone in the defence of the rights of nature and the conservation of
the fragile Galapagos ecosystem,” said Edwin Naula, director of the Galapagos
National Park. Bender was deported from Galapagos in February under
police guard to serve out his four-year prison sentence in Guayaquil.
This is not Bender’s first wildlife crime. In 2011, Fijian authorities fined
him $15,000 for attempting to smuggle another threatened species – a gravid
female Fiji crested iguana – onto a flight from Fiji to Hong Kong.

E

cuador has created a new body that should strengthen biosecurity
in Galapagos. La Agencia de Regulacion y Control de la Bioseguridad y
Cuarentena para Galapagos (ABG) will replace Agrocalidad in the province, as the
organisation responsible for controlling, regulating, preventing and reducing the risk
of introducing exotic organisms in both urban and rural areas of the Archipelago.

BAITING RATS

T

he island of Rabida off the south coast of Santiago is now free of
invasive rats, the GNP announced at the end of last year after the distribution
of poisoned bait over the island in 2011. The GNP has now carried out a similar
campaign over the much larger island of Pinzon, with plans to scale up the operation
even further to take on Floreana’s rats in 2014 (see p. 8 for more details).

PHOTOGRAPHY BY CLAUDE LESTER

NEW BIOCONTROL AGENCY

PINK IGUANAS BREEDING

G

NP staff have found a juvenile pink land iguana, clear evidence
that some individuals of this enigmatic species are still managing
to reproduce.
Following the discovery of this species near the summit of Wolf
Volcano on Isabela, there has been serious concern about the viability of
this population. Owing to its small size of just a few hundred individuals
and its incredibly small range of less than 25 km2 the Galapagos pink land
iguana is now recognised as critically endangered on the IUCN Red List.
“It’s good news to have found a juvenile,” says Gabriele Gentile of the
University of Rome “Tor Vergata” in Italy, who accompanied GNP staff
during the routine survey of Wolf Volcano in September last year. But
the individual was probably three or four years old and not a hatchling,
he cautions. “We still lack evidence of ongoing reproduction.”

PHOTOGRAPHY BY CDF

CDF NEWS

T

he Charles Darwin Foundation is taking the first steps towards turning
its research station in Puerto Ayora into a more eco-friendly, sustainable and
pleasurable place to work. With the advice of architects at The Princes Foundation
for Building Community, CDF’s administrative building is being transformed,
opening up its cupola and sealed windows. This has increased both natural light
and ventilation, whilst reducing temperature, humidity and the cost of running
uninspiring fluorescent lighting and inefficient air-conditioning units. In addition,
the building has been repainted white (to reflect much of the sun’s heat) and
retrofitted with a new, more energy-efficient system of LED lighting. It is hoped that
these and future changes will have an impact beyond CDF, inspiring cost-effective
design principles that could benefit others throughout the Archipelago.
SPRING | SUMMER 2013
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RAT ERADICATION

RID OF

RATS
by Bradford Keitt

O

N 20 DECEMBER 1905, a team of naturalists from the

Above: The Galapagos National
Park has now declared Rabida
Island rat free. © Stephen
Montgomery, Wikimedia Commons

California Academy of Sciences stepped ashore on Rabida, a
small island that lies off the south coast of Santiago in the centre of
Left: The rats that our ancestors
introduced to Galapagos are
the Galapagos Archipelago. Amongst them was 23-year-old geologist now present on almost half of
all islands, where they threaten
tortoises, iguanas, lizards and
and mollusc enthusiast Washington H. Ochsner. From 150 metres
birds. © Mikhail Soldatenkov
above sea level, he began to find snails, but only “vast numbers of
dead shells” that “flaked the ground with white.” Beyond 250 metres, however, he uncovered live
specimens “glued to the lower surface of loose lava blocks”. Ochsner had discovered Rabida’s
endemic land snail Bulimulus rabidensis. But in the years and decades to come, nobody ever
saw it again. Everyone assumed it had gone extinct.
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Main picture: Conservationists
load a bait bucket in preparation
for the dispersal of rodenticide by
helicopter. © Island Conservation.

Fast-forward more than a century to November 2012, over a year
after a huge effort to eradicate invasive rats from the island. Christine
Parent, a biologist at the University of Berkeley in California, is
scaling Rabida’s dusty slopes. Like Ochsner before her, Parent is
looking for snails. She comes across empty shells. Then, further
up, she finds live specimens clinging to the undersides of rocks
and at the base of some native ferns. All too often biologists find
themselves reporting on the extinction of species. Any day an
“extinct” species is rediscovered is unquestionably a good one.

The vast majority of recent extinctions have occurred on islands and the
single most important cause is invasive species. In Galapagos, at least
seven vertebrate species have gone extinct since the arrival of humans
and 40% of the 95 vertebrates that remain are endangered. The rats
and cats are now present on almost half of all islands, where they
threaten tortoises, iguanas, lizards and both land and seabirds alike.
Fortunately, there is a solution. There have now been more
than 1,000 successful projects to remove invasive vertebrates like
rats from islands around the world. The subsequent recovery of
Continued on page 10
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Left: The Rabida gecko, a species formerly
known only from fossil material. © Island
Conservation.
Below: The Rabida snail, rediscovered by in
2012. © Christine Parent.

the unique species is rapid and impressive. Although such initiatives are now
commonplace, each one requires considerable planning and a careful consideration
of the risks involved. In Galapagos, the Galapagos National Park and the nongovernmental organisation Island Conservation went to considerable lengths to
protect native species that might be affected by the widespread dispersal of
rodenticide. Lizards or land iguanas, for instance, might feed on the bait directly.
The Galapagos hawk could ingest poison by feeding on the rats themselves.
So before the treatment of Rabida in January 2011, it was necessary to bring
the hawks into captivity. The helicopters could then start flying, using sophisticated
GPS technology to guarantee the delivery of rodenticide in sufficient density to all
parts of the island. The reason for such dramatic action is the result. Following
thorough searches of Rabida, the Galapagos National Park has now declared
the island free from rats. Its native species – like the Rabida snail rediscovered
by Parent on the most recent survey in November – are starting to recover. On
the same trip, rangers also came across a live gecko that may turn out to be
the endemic Rabida gecko, known only from fossil material and long-presumed
extinct. It is because of the rat removal and other important conservation actions
taken by the Galapagos National Park and its partners that we are seeing these
first indications of ecosystem recovery on Rabida and other Galapagos islands.
Following on from this success, the Galapagos National Park and Island

Conservation, with support from
The effort to eradicate invasive
several other institutions and donors,
rodents from Galapagos has been
took similar action on Pinzon last year.
a huge collaboration between the
Pinzon sits between Santa Cruz and
2
Galapagos National Park, Island
Isabela and at around 18 km is more
Conservation, the Charles Darwin
than three times the size of Rabida
Foundation, the Raptor Center at
and once more, it was necessary to
the University of Minnesota, Bell
bring the island’s hawks into captivity.
Laboratories, the Durrell Wildlife
Owing to the presence of rats, the
Conservation Trust, Friends of
Pinzon tortoise has not successfully
Galapagos Organisations and
bred in the wild in 150 years.
several philanthropic partners.
Pinzon is just the latest
target in the Galapagos National
Park’s ambition to tackle rats. Next year, in 2014, Island Conservation will be
targeting Floreana. At 172 km2 this will be the largest island ever attempted
for rat eradication and when successful will create an oasis for many critically
endangered species, including the Floreana mockingbird and Galapagos petrel.
This will cement the Galapagos National Park’s position as a world leader
in island restoration. We feel very fortunate to be part of this story.

GCT’S POSITION ON ERADICATION OF INVASIVE SPECIES
The Convention on Biological Diversity cites invasive alien species as a
significant threat to biodiversity worldwide, second only to that of habitat
destruction. There are two main approaches to the problem of invasive
species: controlling and eradicating established species, and preventing
the arrival of yet more aliens. The present rat eradication programme on
Galapagos led by the Galapagos National Park and Island Conservation
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is clearly aiming for control and eradication with an equal and ongoing
focus on preventing the introduction of alien species through the newly
established Agency for the Regulation and Control of Biosecurity and
Quarantine for Galapagos. Given the destructive impact of introduced rats
on the fauna and flora of Galapagos, we at GCT are fully supportive of all
efforts to remove them from the unique habitats of the Archipelago.

CAPTIVE

HAWKS
by Julia Ponder

PHOTOGRAPHY BY © ERIK OBERG

W

HERE ARE THEY ALL COMING FROM? And what am I going to do with them?” It was the fourth
day of trapping in our effort to bring Pinzon’s resident hawks into protective captivity. Hotel Gavilanes
(Hotel Hawk), as our temporary enclosures were fondly called, had been built to house 40 birds. It should have
been big enough but we hadn’t expected more birds to arrive from elsewhere. It was time to adjust the plan.
In my capacity as director of The Raptor Center at the University of Minnesota
in the US, I had been asked to assist with the plan to rid Pinzon of its
invasive rodents. Any hawks left on the island during the eradication ran the
risk of dining out on poisoned rat, with potentially fatal consequences. In
order to protect this charismatic raptor, we (and our partners on the project)
set up a captive station for the birds. But as we brought the local resident
population into captivity, more hawks began to arrive from elsewhere. In
the end, we had to add to the facilities, making room for 60 birds. It took a
combination of excellent observation, experienced handling, routine medical
exams and around 100 g of meat per bird per day to keep them all healthy.

After six weeks, we released the hawks back onto Pinzon, an island we are
hoping is now rat-free. Adult breeders were released first and allowed to return
to their territories. Although the hawks will face a reduced prey base with the
rodents gone, it is well documented that they eat many other things. At least
one female hawk seems to have a particular penchant for crab.
The project does not end with the release of the hawks. There
are still lessons to be learned. We took a blood sample from each
bird for genetic analysis, which will hopefully tell us where the new
arrivals came from. Long-term monitoring is planned to document
how the hawks fare now that rats are on the way out.

SPRING | SUMMER 2013
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NEWS

NEW AMBASSADORS

PHOTOGRAPHY

COMPETITION

O

PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICK DU BOISSON

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JONATHAN AND ANGELA SCOTT

ur 2012 photo competition was won by Galapagos-based
ornithologist Sebastian Cruz. Sebastian’s image of a Galapagos hawk
feeding on a tropicbird (p. 4) was voted the overall winner, edging out
Rick du Boisson’s landscape entry ‘Kicker Rock At Dawn’. You can see
all of the winning images on our website savegalapagos.org.
We hope that these images from our 2012 competition will inspire
you to enter our 2013 competition, which opens on 1 May. Full entry
information is now available to view on our website. If you have visited
Galapagos and taken some photographs that you are proud of, please
enter and help us celebrate the wildlife and wild places of Galapagos.

G

CT is incredibly proud to welcome Jonathan and Angela Scott on board
as ambassadors. As celebrated authors, artists, documentary makers and
wildlife photographers, Jonathan and Angela are tireless supporters of conservation.
From their home in Kenya – where Jonathan has presented many popular television
series such as the BBC’s long-running Big Cat Diary – they travel as far afield as
Galapagos, India and the Antarctic inspiring others with their work and ethos.
They remain the only couple to have individually won the prestigious international
Wildlife Photographer of the Year Competition – Jonathan in 1987 and Angela
in 2002 – and GCT is looking forward to working with them on awareness
and fundraising initiatives to promote the conservation of Galapagos.

JOIN US ON AN

EXCLUSIVE CRUISE

G
PHOTOGRAPHY BY GALAPAGOSISLANDS.COM

CT invites you to experience Galapagos
in the company of chief executive Ian Dunn
and specialist guides Professor Nicholas Owens
and Felipe Cruz on the Trust’s first annual cruise
Galapagos: In a World of its Own. The opportunity to
join this 10-day cruise aboard the brand new yacht
MV Majestic is exclusive to GCT supporters only.
The adventure will run from 23 November
until 2 December and begins in Ecuador’s capital
city Quito, a UNESCO World Heritage site and the
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best-preserved city in Latin America. After setting
sail for Galapagos, guests will experience the unique
history and wildlife that the Archipelago has to offer.
This tailor-made itinerary on board a brand new
yacht in the company of specialist guides is a perfect
way to see Galapagos for the first time or a chance to
see the islands in a new way. Space is limited to just
12 guests. To make sure you don’t miss out and to
request a brochure or make a booking, contact the GCT
office on 020 7399 7440 or at office@gct.org.

EVENTS
THREE DIMENSIONS
OF GALAPAGOS
WITH SIR DAVID ATTENBOROUGH
27 JUNE 2013
PHOTOGRAPHY © COLOSSUS PRODUCTIONS 2013

We are pleased to confirm that Sir David Attenborough will be joining us on 27 June for a black tie
dinner and a showing of a special edition of Sky’s recent series Galapagos 3D, produced by Colossus
Productions (a joint venture between Atlantic Productions and SKY). Guests will be welcomed
with a drinks reception before the screening. There will also be the opportunity to put questions to
Sir David, Producer of the Galapagos series Anthony Geffen and Galapagos conservationist Felipe
Cruz immediately after the film. This exclusive event will be held at London’s 195 Piccadilly, the
home of BAFTA. See ticket information for how to book for GCT’s premier event of 2013.

GALAPAGOS
EXHIBITION
18 APRIL to 7 JULY 2013

The culmination of work from the Gulbenkian Galapagos
Artists Residency Programme arrives at the Centre de
Arte Moderna in Lisbon, Portugal on 18 April. Over a
five-year period, 12 artists travelled to the Archipelago and
returned home with a collection of film footage, drawings,
photographs, sculptures and sounds. The resulting
exhibition, made possible by the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation, offers a modern insight into cultural realities,
human stories and the living laboratory of Galapagos.

THE FIVE WEEKS
THAT CHANGED
THE WORLD
A TALK BY
PROFESSOR
JOHN PARKER
15 MAY 2013

Former director of the Cambridge University Botanic
Garden Professor John Parker will be delivering a special
evening talk in the Garden’s buildings on 15 May. Professor
Parker is an expert on John Henslow, the botanist who
was both the founder of the Cambridge University Botanic
Garden and Charles Darwin’s key correspondent during the
Beagle voyage. The talk will cover Henslow’s importance
in the analysis of the findings collected during the voyage
of the Beagle and how his work helped to shape Darwin’s
theories. Drinks and canapés will be served before and
after the talk and guests will be invited to enjoy the
garden’s temperate glasshouses. Find out more and book
your ticket for this GCT fundraising event on our website
savegalapagos.org/events

DOWN HOUSE
TOUR WITH
RANDAL KEYNES

WALK THE
JURASSIC COAST
WITH GCT

Join Randal Keynes for a tour of Down House –
the Kent home of Charles Darwin. Randal is the
great-great-grandson of Britain’s most famous
naturalist and is a GCT ambassador. As well as
the study where Darwin wrote On the Origin of
Species, the tour includes an opportunity to walk
through the house gardens. For more information
and to book your tickets for this personal tour,
visit our website savegalapagos.org/events

In September we will be taking a team of GCT
supporters on a three-day challenge along the Jurassic
Coast. Participants will be set a fundraising target. The
trip will involve a walk along the historic coastline, as
well as an afternoon of fossil hunting and talks with
heritage experts along the way.
For more information about joining this walk, please
contact the GCT office at gct@gct.org or by phoning
020 7399 7440.

AN EVENING WITH
DR STEPHEN BLAKE

GALAPAGOS
DAY

Dr Stephen Blake of the Galapagos Tortoise Movement
Ecology Programme will be visiting from his base in
Galapagos to talk about his giant tortoise research.
The event will take place in August and will be held
at ZSL London Zoo. GCT has part-funded Dr Blake’s
ground-breaking work and this evening event will give
supporters the opportunity to learn about one of the
projects that their money supports. Guests will also
have the chance to hear about GCT’s new giant tortoise
partnership involving Dr Blake, the Zoological Society of
London and the British Chelonia Group (see page 19)
while meeting the zoo’s five giant tortoises.

We are looking forward to the return of Galapagos Day
in a new and improved format held at ZSL London Zoo.
This year’s event will focus on marine conservation.
We will be welcoming specialist speakers to share their
experiences and work in the marine environment with
a focus on Galapagos. We will keep you updated with
further information about this event, including when
booking is available.

4 JUNE 2013

AUGUST 2013

12 – 15 SEPTEMBER 2013

AUTUMN 2013

TO FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION
on any of these events and to book your tickets,
visit our website at savegalapagos.org/
events or call our office on 020 7399 7440.
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PROJECT

UPDATE
I

N AN EFFORT TO ENSURE THE GREATEST IMPACT on conservation in Galapagos, GCT has identified six key

areas for projects over the next three years: Tackling Invasive Species (particularly controlling Philornis downsi),
Discovering Galapagos (improving education in the UK and Ecuador), Habitat Restoration (ecosystem-level
conservation, including terrestrial and marine habitats), the Camera and Image Transmission Project (trialling the
use of webcams in environmentally sensitive areas), improving the Charles Darwin Foundation Shop & Visitor
Experience (developing these facilities to support CDF and inspire tourists) and building on our work in Ecotourism and
Sustainable Development. This suite of programmes covers the cornerstones of our Vision – science, education and culture.
Thanks to your donations from the recent Darwin’s Songbirds Appeal, the Lonesome George Tribute Fund and your on-going
support via your GCT membership, you are helping us to make a real impact in the field of Galapagos conservation.

O

MANGROVE FINCH © RICK DU BOISSON

CONTROLLING PHILORNIS DOWNSI
NE OF THE PIVOTAL PROJECTS HIGHLIGHTED IN OUR Darwin’s

Songbirds Appeal is Controlling Philornis downsi. This extremely destructive
invasive fly is decimating the populations of many species of Galapagos birds, including
the famous finches and mockingbirds. Although not a particularly glamorous subject, the
need for urgent action is evident as the impact of this insect presents a real extinction risk
for several species.
The adult fly lays its eggs in bird nests. The larvae
hatch at the same time as the chicks, burrowing into
their bodies and feeding on their blood and tissues.
In addition to extremely high rates of direct mortality
(often up to 100% in an infested nest), studies
have confirmed that surviving birds often display
reduced growth rates, anaemia and beak deformation
that severely impairs normal development and
reproductive success.
Currently there are no successful mitigation
techniques for the control of Philornis downsi for
Galapagos birds, primarily due to the substantial gaps
in our understanding of the breeding ecology of the
fly. In February 2012, GCT co-funded a workshop in
Galapagos that provided a forum for global experts
to share information and discuss the feasibility
of different control methods including the use of
insecticides, fly traps seeded with attractants, insect
sterilising techniques and biological control (using
natural predators).
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GCT is supporting the identified priority
actions that were outlined in a five-year work plan
to improve the management strategies directed
at this invasive insect. These include feasibility
studies for the aforementioned control strategies,
laboratory work to learn more about the breeding
behaviour of the fly and also monitoring bird and
fly populations in the humid and arid zones of the
islands to find out seasonal population changes.
Immediate action is required to ensure the
sustainable future of the populations of Darwin’s
finches and mockingbirds, some of which face a
very real threat of extinction due to the actions
of this parasite. With mounting threats including
habitat destruction and predation by introduced rats
and cats, we cannot afford not to take action if we
want to save bird species such as the mangrove
finch, which has a population estimated at just
100–150 individuals.

FIVE FAST PHILORNIS FACTS:
Native to Trinidad and Brazil
First recorded in Galapagos in the
1960s and now found on 11 islands
Adult flies are vegetarian, feeding
primarily on fruit. It’s just the
larvae that are blood suckers
Known to affect at least 18 bird
species in Galapagos, three of
which are critically endangered
Introduction of parasitic wasps may be
an effective means of biological control

DISCOVERING

GALAPAGOS

Promoting conservation
through education

A

T GCT WE BELIEVE that lasting change in the effort to conserve Galapagos and the wider natural world can best
be achieved by engaging and educating today’s school children and early career decision makers – the world’s future
conservation ambassadors. With its iconic wildlife, unique geography, compelling human history and globally relevant issues in
sustainable development, Galapagos undoubtedly presents unrivalled subject matter for the education of diverse audiences about
environmental matters and the importance of conservation.
Discovering Galapagos will be an online
multimedia resource available in both the UK and
Ecuador containing interactive teaching resources
that are closely linked with the curriculum. The
website will cater for three distinct student
audiences: Key Stage 2 & 3 (ages 7–14), Key
Stage 4 (ages 14–16) and Key Stage 5 (ages
16–18). A later phase of the project will incorporate
case studies directed at an executive audience.
By using interactive educational exercises,
engaging animations and interviews from people
in Galapagos, including locals, conservationists,
fishermen and tourists, the website will aim

to bring Galapagos and all its issues to life.
The need for improved conservation education
in Galapagos itself is clear. The human population
is increasing at an average rate of 6.4% a
year (three times the growth rate of mainland
Ecuador) and is projected to reach 40,000 by
2015. Without a strictly indigenous population,
awareness of the global significance of the
nature of Galapagos is not widely communicated
to local communities. By engaging Ecuador’s
student audience more interactively in the
importance of conservation at an early age, we
aim to inspire a higher level of environmental

stewardship. The communication of the
significance of Darwin’s work to a UK audience will
be achieved by delivering content in an engaging
way that is easily translated to the classroom
environment in an increasingly digital age.
We are working with key development partners
including the Royal Geographical Society, Ibex
Earth, the Galapagos Travel Center and the Charles
Darwin Foundation to maximise the impact of this
project in both the UK and Ecuador to promote a
real change in the conservation of Galapagos.

CAMERA AND IMAGE
TRANSMISSION PROJECT
T

he installation of remote cameras in environmentally sensitive areas is a great
way of engaging people in wildlife observation whilst minimising visitor traffic. The reduction of
tourist impact to the most sensitive sites is a high priority in Galapagos and the provision of live
imagery from carefully selected sites will provide an opportunity to create a brand new attraction
that benefits the environment and the visitor experience for both the local community and tourists.
for UK-based NGOs such as The Wildlife Trusts
A dedicated area in the Galapagos National Park
and RSPB), the pilot project will possibly see
visitor centre will be set aside to showcase the
camera footage and its wider educational benefits. the first camera installed in Galapagos on North
High quality projectors will be installed along
Seymour. This is an island bustling with year-round
with an interactive control that will enable the
seabird activity, including a large frigatebird colony,
blue-footed boobies and pelicans. The team will be
camera to be controlled from the visitor centre,
travelling to the island in July for the preliminary
allowing visitors to get closer to the wildlife
without impacting upon it. This model is based
site survey – so look out for future updates.
upon the success witnessed at the Scottish
We hope that this pilot project will enable
further cameras to be installed to expand the
Seabird Centre and we are grateful for their
visitor experience in addition to potentially aiding
assistance in getting this project off the ground.
scientific studies and environmental monitoring.
Working with pioneering webcam company
Outersight (who have installed camera systems

WEBCAMS ON BASS ROCK © OUTERSIGHT
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TALES OF A

TORTOISE
TRACKER
by Fredy Cabrera
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“I

AM ABOUT TO DIE” I was standing on
trembling earth, just a few feet from a billowing,
thunderous fumarole. I braced myself for the inevitable.
But to my eternal relief, the booming faded and the tremors
subsided. With the panic over, I picked up my rucksack and radiotracking equipment and headed off in search of my quarry: eleven
GPS-tagged giant tortoises roaming somewhere in the vastness
of Alcedo, the central volcano on the westerly island of Isabela.
I first encountered giant tortoises growing up in Bellavista, the
small community in the highlands of Santa Cruz en route from Baltra
to Puerto Ayora. We had tortoises around our family farm and would
also come across them while out hunting for goats and pigs, two
staples of our diet back then. I did not think too much about them
until 1999 – they were just a regular feature of the landscape. I was
working with the Galapagos National Park in their effort to eradicate
goats from the archipelago, running over lava fields, climbing nearvertical escarpments and spending nights out in the cold on the trail of
these and other invasive animals. When my specially trained hunting
dog started sniffing the ground and licking his paws, I watched as he
uncovered a nest full of hatching tortoises. The babies seemed to be
trapped, digging down rather than up. So keeping my dog
well away, I helped them to the surface. It was thrilling
to watch them scurry away into the undergrowth.
In spite of this moving experience, I never imagined I would
ever work directly with tortoises. But ten years later, in 2009, I met

Stephen Blake, an ecologist at the Max Planck Institute of Ornithology
in Germany. He had recently set up a tortoise research project and
was on the lookout for a technician with knowledge of Galapagos and
experience in the field. Thanks to funding from the Swiss Friends of
Galapagos, I am still with the project more than three years later.
I can’t imagine doing anything else.
The work on the project is extremely varied. The most timeconsuming task is locating wild tortoises. We have now tagged almost
50 different individuals from four different species on three different
islands with a small electronic device. This contains a GPS unit that
records the tortoise’s position every
picture: Standing at
hour. It also emits a unique radio signal, Main
the summit of Alcedo volcano
on Isabela, Fredy hopes to
helping us to locate the animal and the
receive a radio signal from one
valuable data it’s been generating. You
of the Programme’s tagged
tortoises. © Stephen Blake.
might think it’s easy to find a tortoise,
Inset picture: A tortoise is
especially one broadcasting its location. scrubbed down in preparation
to receive the small electronic
Our data – and the all-too-common
device that will collect data on its
movements. © Sebastian Keynes.
experience of walking for ten hours in
a day only to return to camp without
success – suggest otherwise. Tortoises, we have discovered, can move
quickly over impressive distances. Like all the local residents, I knew
that the distribution of the tortoises changed with the seasons, but
I had no idea of the details of their migration up and down the volcano,
doggedly marching along the same trails year after year, following the
growing season of their favoured plants. They move into the lowlands
during the rainy season to feed on the lush new growth, then migrate
back into the highlands in the dry season to stock up on grass.

Continued on page 18
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TORTOISE FE ATURE CONTINUED

THE GIANT
TORTOISE
PROGRAMME
T

he giant tortoises of Galapagos might be world-famous, yet we
still know surprisingly little about what they really get up to. Using a
mixture of traditional observation and high-tech tracking tools,
the Galapagos Tortoise Movement Ecology Programme brings together
a wealth of expertise to shed light on these enigmatic creatures, inform
the Galapagos National Park’s management decisions and inspire a
wider appreciation of these iconic species. You can find out more about
the Programme and meet the tortoises we are following at
gianttortoise.org
In parallel with tracking the movements of wild tortoises, we have been
trying to find out the extent to which tortoises help to disperse the seeds
of many Galapagos plants. Are they, as is often said, really the “Gardeners
of Galapagos”? Our research suggests that they are just that.
A couple of years ago, I spent three months working with the captive tortoises at
the Charles Darwin Research Station in Puerto Ayora to study this question in detail.
By feeding them coloured beads and then sorting through
Top picture: Fredy sometimes
has to move tortoises off the
their dung – (someone’s got to do it) – we worked out
roads so that he can get to
that it typically takes around 12 days for food to pass
work. © Stephen Blake.
Bottom picture: Fredy and
from one end to the other. Given what we now know about
Miriam Silva attach a GPS
tortoise movements, most individuals will have carried
tag to “Fredy” the tortoise.
© Stephen Blake.
seeds hundreds of metres from the parent plant in this
time, sometimes much further. By “using” tortoises to move many seeds over large
areas, parent plants increase the chances that at least some will germinate and survive.
It was during this work that a large male tortoise almost took off the tip of my index
finger, his sharp beak chomping down on what he probably thought was a banana.
Even with the erupting volcanoes, the long days under the hot sun or in driving
rain, the risk to life, limb and digit, I love what I do. Every day, we are learning so
much that is new about the hidden lives and ecology of these wonderful creatures.
I feel privileged to be part of this research, to be growing as a scientist and to be
making a difference to the conservation of the islands my family and I call home.

MY FAVOURITE TORTOISE

M

any of the tortoises we are following are named after
people involved in the project. In 2010, Stephen and I tagged
a large male near Cerro Fatal on the eastern slopes of Santa
Cruz. We called him Fredy, so I will always have a soft-spot for
him. On the same day, we also tagged a female who we called
Sandra, after my wife. Both Fredy and Sandra are very active
tortoises: they migrate between a lagoon near our old farm
and Cerro Fatal, and spent lots of time close to each other. You
can download all the data for Fredy and Sandra and the other
tortoises from the animal movement website movebank.org

LONESOME GEORGE
TRIBUTE FUND
I

f you would like to donate to GCT’s giant tortoise
conservation work, you can do so through the Lonesome
George Tribute Fund. GCT established the fund in memory
of Lonesome George, the Galapagos conservation icon and
last remaining Pinta Island tortoise, after his death on 24
June 2012. The fund will be closing on the first anniversary
of his death. To donate, please visit lovegeorge.org
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COLLABORATIVE WORKING FOR

PHOTOGRAPHY BY VANESSA GREEN

TORTOISE
CONSERVATION
by Jen Jones

B

EFORE THE ARRIVAL OF PIRATES AND WHALING VESSELS,
the Galapagos giant tortoise had evolved into some 15 distinct species across at
least nine islands. But the same geographic isolation that resulted in this remarkable
speciation also means that Galapagos and its wildlife are particularly sensitive. In
many ways, Galapagos is a microcosm of the wider natural world, a scale model
of the conservation challenges we face in the 21st century. Equally, many of the
solutions being applied in this microcosm can be applied beyond Galapagos shores.
With this in mind, GCT is working to bring
the benefits of research in the Galapagos to
the rest of the world. Through an exciting new
project being developed in collaboration with
the Zoological Society of London (ZSL), the
British Chelonia Group (BCG) and The Galapagos
Tortoise Programme, we aim to improve the
breeding success of giant tortoises in captivity.
The initial objective is to describe the seasonal
changes in the intensity of ultraviolet (UV) light
that tortoises experience in Galapagos. We already
know that UV levels have an important effect upon
tortoise reproduction. A better understanding of
how light affects giant tortoises in Galapagos will

help zoological societies like ZSL create more
naturalistic conditions for their captive tortoises,
thereby increasing the reproductive success of
these threatened creatures. After completing
an initial period of fundraising in partnership
with BCG and the development of the sensor
equipment, the tortoises that are being tracked as
part of the Galapagos Tortoise Movement Ecology
Programme will be fitted with sensors to collect
the necessary data. This will build towards the
project’s overarching conservation outcome: the
establishment of structured breeding programmes
in zoos around the world and ancillary populations
of each of the ten surviving species.

However, science alone cannot save
threatened species like the Galapagos giant
tortoise. Education is equally important. In
partnership with ZSL and BCG, there is another
way we at GCT will be making this project
relevant beyond the boundaries of Galapagos.
Primary schools across the UK, including our
existing Tortoise Club members, will be invited
to donate a sensor to be fitted to an individual
tortoise in Galapagos, allowing schoolchildren
to track the movement of their tortoise online.
We look forward to updating you on
progress with this collaborative project in the
autumn issue of Galapagos Matters. In the
interim, please keep an eye on our website
savegalapagos.org for more information.
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GLOBAL RELEVANCE

INVASIVE SPECIES:

TO ACT I

OR NOT TO ACT?
by Ian Dunn

Invasive species are those introduced species that
spread freely and at the expense of local species
(as opposed to introduced flora and fauna that do
not, of their own accord, run wild). In the UK, for
example, Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) is
responsible for clogging waterways and changing
aquatic ecosystems to the detriment of indigenous
plant and animal life. In Galapagos, the hill raspberry
(Rubus niveus), the parasitic fly Philornis downsi and
rats (both Rattus norvegicus and Rattus rattus) are
amongst the most rampant of invasive species.
Of course, plants and animals have natural means
of dispersal that are fundamental to their success
as species. But whilst oceans, mountain ranges and
deserts would have acted as natural barriers to such
movement in the past, the life-style of humans means
this is no longer the case. As individuals, we travel in
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NCREASINGLY, one reads about the economic impact of invasive species.
It’s recently been estimated, for example, that they cost the UK economy around
£1.7 billion and the global economy around £1 trillion every year. Beyond this
economic argument for taking action against invasive species, there are some rather
more profound questions: are invasive species just an inevitable part of today’s life on
earth and their impact to be accepted? Or, where they are a direct consequence of the
activities of humans, do we have a moral obligation to take action?

concentrated numbers, moving around with our catchy
clothes, pockets, packages and bags. As a species,
we have built an intricate globalised society based on
the transportation of goods. The UK, for instance, is
estimated to export £12 billion-worth of food and drink
each year and import almost three times as much. Every
movement is an opportunity for life to move with it.
So what if it does? Does it matter? If we consider
humans as a natural part of the biosphere, then
the answer has to be no. This view is implicit in the
notion of the so-called anthropocene, an informal
geological epoch in which the activities of one species
– Homo sapiens – are expected to determine the
immediate future of life on the planet. At the same time,
however, isn’t the anthropocene precisely the reason
why we should concern ourselves with invasive species
(and other impacts we are having on natural systems)?

We have the power to do something about them.
Nowhere is this more obvious than in Galapagos.
This is partly because these Islands have only
recently been exposed to human influence and it is
still possible to consider the control or eradication
of many invasive species. Owing to the iconic
nature of the Archipelago we have built up a deep
understanding of its ecological makeup, so we are also
well placed to determine the impact we are having.
Finally, one can argue that we simply should not
be impinging on the rights of other species to
co-exist, whether that be in Galapagos or elsewhere.
Where it is within our understanding and powers
to repair the damage caused by invasive species
like raspberries, Philornis downsi and rats, it is
therefore incumbent upon us to do so.

YOU SPOKE…

MEMBERSHIP

WE LISTENED

T

hank you to all the members who took part in last
year’s survey. We had a great response with over 400
participants. The responses have been very interesting
and extremely encouraging and we have already started
shaping our 2013 UK activities around your feedback. Read
on to learn more about the year’s upcoming activities.
With 91% of you stating that you joined GCT
to support conservation on the islands and that you
would like to hear more about the projects that have
been supported by membership income, we will now
be reporting back to you at the end of each subscription year, letting you know what the funds raised by your
donations have supported on the islands. To keep up-to-date with Galapagos issues and news make sure you are
signed up to our monthly e-newsletter (there is a link on our website). The next big project we will be working on
is the tortoise monitoring collaboration with ZSL and BCG. In addition to supporting the scientific research we
will be raising awareness of conservation issues across the UK by delivering the project to schools around the
country. We hope you think this is as important for island conservation as we do. See page 19 for more details.
A further 47% would like to see more events around the UK. Whatever it is that makes Galapagos special to
you – be it the Islands’ unique geography, biology or history – we hope that our 2013 UK events’ programme will have
something for everyone. We look forward to being able to meet some of you face-to-face at the following events.

74% of you said that you
would be interested in
attending GCT events.

May

Cambridge University Botanic Garden

June

Down House Tour

June

Three Dimensions of Galapagos

August

Tortoise project evening at London Zoo

September Jurassic Coast Walk
November
November

Galapagos Day
Supporter Cruise

Exclusive evening reception in the gardens and
a lecture from Professor John Parker
Enjoy a tour of the home of Charles Darwin with his greatgreat-grandson and GCT ambassador Randal Keynes
Special edition Galapagos 3D documentary and black
tie dinner with Sir David Attenborough
Evening lecture at London Zoo with Dr Stephen Blake

What made you
decide to become
a member of GCT?
To keep up to date
with Galapagos Island
issues and news
To support conservation
projects on the islands
Because of the benefits
offered by membership
I visited/am visiting the
islands and wanted some
more information
My membership was a gift

Join us on a 3-day supporter fundraising walk along the
Jurassic Coast
Our annual Galapagos Day will go ahead in autumn
Join CEO Ian Dunn and specialist guides on an exclusive
Galapagos cruise

We will also be running a programme of talks around the
UK. Please check our website savegalapagos.org/events
to find out when and where these will take place (a full
listing of events can be found on page 13).
Based on research conducted last year, we are working to
make sure all our supporters are paying the current membership
rates. A high percentage of members on Standing Order are
still paying the old fees. We estimate that if all those members
supporting us through the old rates were to upgrade to the current prices of £3, £4 or £9 a month, we would raise
sufficient funds to establish a community outreach campaign on Isabela, run a series of workshops to improve
environmental stewardship on the islands or pay for over 500 sensors for the tortoise monitoring project!
We also know that some of you are planning to re-visit, so why not join chief executive Ian Dunn
in Galapagos on GCT’s supporter cruise this November. If you do visit the Islands, please also send us
your stories and pictures. We would love to share them in the magazine or online. For more information
about membership fees, events or our projects, please do contact me at victoria@gct.org. Save time,
money and trees, renew today via paperless direct debit at savegalapagos.org/membership

96% of you have

visited the islands

Would you like to
hear more about any
of the following?
Projects that have been
supported by membership
income
Galapagos experiences
of other members
Other things you can do to
support the work of GCT
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REVIEWS

INTO ANOTHER
DIMENSION

HYBRID
PERSPECTIVE

GALAPAGOS 3D
With David Attenborough,
Sky TV, 2013

I

t took a collaboration with Sky 3D to bring
Sir David Attenborough back to Galapagos for a
third time. Over three episodes – Origin, Adaptation
and Evolution – this ground-breaking documentary
showcases the incredible natural history and
biodiversity of the Archipelago as never before.
One of the most significant highlights is the rare
footage of the pink land iguana that inhabits Wolf
Volcano at the northern end of Isabela. Genetic
analysis of the tiny population suggests this species
diverged from other land iguanas more than five
million years ago. Yet incredibly, it was completely
unknown until 1986 and only formally described as
a new species (Conolophus marthae) in 2009.
In another particularly poignant scene, we get a
last glimpse of Lonesome George. Attenborough
crawls side by side with this sole-surviving tortoise
from the northerly island of Pinta and explains that

EPIC ARCHIPELAGO
ISLAND:
A STORY OF THE
GALAPAGOS

By Jason Chin, Roaring Book Press, 2012,
£10.85, ISBN 9781596437166
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when he dies his species will go extinct. He could
not have guessed how soon this would happen,
just two weeks after filming in June 2012.
Although I watched in 2D, it is clear this is a
documentary made for the 3D format. For instance, the
combination of clever computer graphics and stateof-the-art filming technology is used to expose the
Galapagos hotspot, the gigantic column of molten rock
responsible for the formation of the Archipelago, and
to show how the islands age from west to east, where
they are gradually disappearing beneath the ocean.
Galapagos 3D is a documentary to be savoured by
everyone, from those who know little about the
Islands to lifelong residents. Above all, it shows just
how much is at stake in these Enchanted Isles.
Reviewed by Akemi Yokoyama

T

his is quite simply the finest children’s book
on Galapagos I’ve come across. In Island, children’s
author and artist Jason Chin has produced an epic tale
of the Archipelago and covered six million years into the
bargain. His brilliantly original approach is to follow the
story of a typical island from its explosive birth, through
the process of colonisation, until it finally erodes back
beneath the waves in the not-too-distant geological
past. But not before it has handed its flora and fauna,
baton-like, on to the current configuration of islands we
call Galapagos. The text is to the point, the illustrations
are stunning and the use of storyboard-like snapshots
through evolutionary time are a perfect way to capture
the brutal, yet creative force of natural selection. Once
Chin’s imaginary island has disappeared “below the
waves forever”, an epilogue nods to the present with the
arrival of Charles Darwin on board HMS Beagle. All said,
Island is the perfect introduction to the natural history
of Galapagos for anyone from the age of five and up.
Reviewed by Henry Nicholls

SCIENCE AND
CONSERVATION IN
THE GALAPAGOS
ISLANDS:
FRAMEWORKS AND
PERSPECTIVES
By Stephen J. Walsh and Carlos F.
Mena (eds), Springer, 2013, £90, ISBN
9781461457930

A

t the heart of Science and Conservation in
the Galapagos Islands is the premise that socioeconomic investigations of the Archipelago have
largely been neglected. This collection of papers by
prominent researchers from Ecuador and around the
world addresses essential questions on which future
research should be set. How, for example, should
conservation objectives be coupled with the economic
objectives and aspirations of local communities,
and to what degree does the increasing connectivity
with the continent threaten the integrity of the
archipelago? Ultimately, the main contribution of this
edited volume is to provide some explanation of how
the focus of both research and policies in Galapagos
have evolved into a new hybrid perspective through
which not only conservation objectives but also
the promotion of sustainable economic and social
activities for the local communities have come to be
considered fundamental. This novel perspective, as
the authors explain, is the main driver of a different
scientific and policy approach in which humans are
no longer considered an invasive species but rather
an important component of the Galapagos ecology.
Reviewed by Santiago J. Bucaram

GALAPAGOS

GIFTS

2014 Galapagos
Calendar
£10.00
Our 2014 calendar is now available to
pre-order, featuring a mix of evocative
and new photographs of the iconic
and unique wildlife of Galapagos. A
special discount is available for those
wishing to place bulk orders of ten
or more calendars for a company or
for a group of friends and family.
Email us at gct@gct.org to
inquire about a discount. All
proceeds help us to support
conservation projects in Galapagos.

Galapagos Cards
£4.95
Our range of Galapagos cards
features beautiful photographs
of iconic wildlife. The cards are
blank inside, perfect for sending to
friends and family for any occasion
throughout the year. Each pack
of ten cards contains two of
each of the five designs.

Adopt a hammerhead
£40.00
Galapagos is home to impressive
schools of scalloped
hammerhead sharks,
yet these highly adapted
predators are particularly
vulnerable to illegal fishing
and finning and numbers
have significantly declined in the
Galapagos Marine Reserve. Funding
for research, monitoring and protection
is urgently needed, so why not help
and adopt a hammerhead today? Your
certificated adoption pack includes
this jawsome cuddly shark.

Lonesome George
Tribute Adoption
£40.00
There is still time to adopt
a Galapagos giant
tortoise in memory of
Lonesome George. For
a limited time only, we
are offering a special
adoption package featuring
a Galapagos giant tortoise toy,
magnet and special certificate.

Galapagos
£10.00
GCTea Towel
£8.00
Show your support for Galapagos
while doing the dishes with our
GCTea Towel. The towel features
a popular tortoise design by
artist Joanna Angermeyer.

See Galapagos through
the eyes of the 12 artists
that participated in the
Gulbenkian Galapagos
Artists Residency
Programme. This book follows the
artists on their journey to the Enchanted
Isles and delves into the varied
perceptions of their experiences.

Gift items that are not featured on this page are also available for order on the attached form and can be viewed and purchased through our website savegalapagos.org
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The legacy of one man’s visit to Galapagos
changed the world...
what will be your legacy?

Remembering Galapagos and the
work of GCT in your Will is one of
the most valuable ways you can
show your support.
Leaving a legacy enables GCT to commit to protecting the
wildlife and habitats of Galapagos well into the future.
GCT is working with solicitors around the country to offer a
simple Will-writing service at no cost on the understanding
that a donation or legacy is made to GCT. More complex
Wills and Will-writing could incur extra costs.
020
7399 7440 or visit

savegalapagos.org/yourlegacy

