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This has been a quiet year for FOGNZ, not that a lot of work has not been done, but the results are not yet visible.  In particular we conducted a review of our activities with a view to deciding how best to make use of the wealth of conservation resources available in New Zealand with the relatively modest resources at our disposal. 

Membership.   

Our membership has shrunk during the year, so that in April we had some 194 including four corporate. While renewals have remained at over 60% we have been affected both by the reduction in visitor numbers to Galapagos and by the fact that it often takes several months for us to receive information on new visitors, which reduces the likelihood of their joining. There are signs that this problem is easing, and as the global recovery develops, visitor numbers are likely to rise, the current strength of the NZ dollar may also help.

We have not found the answer to developing our Australian membership, though I made contact with someone last year when I was in Ecuador, who may be able to help start things moving across the Tasman, watch this space.

Contributions to Galapagos.
We sent a further $2213 NZ to the Floreana Mockingbird Appeal, however we did not have a Christmas Appeal as we realised that we needed to rethink our strategy as this particular project had become much larger and our modest contribution was no longer significant. 

Newsletter – Nannopterum.
Four issues were sent out in during the year, this is pretty much on target, though the policy is to be flexible and send out Newsletters when there is information to report, The newsletter is now compiled by our Secretary, Paula Warren, she would be happy to receive your comments and suggestions.

We sent out two copies of the international publication, Galapagos News, these were both printed in New Zealand by The Printery at Massey University in Palmerston North, our thanks for Isabel Castro for facilitating this. By switching to a largely email based circulation, we have cut the number printed down to 200 which has significantly helped the finances.
Administration

Cathy Linton has again worked tirelessly to keep the administration in order; her efforts and much appreciated and ensures that we run very efficiently and effectively. The website continues to be developed and is increasingly user friendly. 
Education Packs.

We have not been able to progress this project with Auckland Zoo, we understand that the person we were working with there has now left and we hope to be able to resurrect the project with her replacement.

Talks and Presentations
I gave one lecture on Galapagos to a Probus club in Papamoa, but we also held a public screening of the BBC TV series, Galapagos, The Islands that Changed the World. This was very successful and we raised around $450 for FOGNZ. Anyone who would like to arrange a showing elsewhere in the country should contact our new administrator, Anne Parkinson.

Galapagos Visit
In December, Jayne and I visited Galapagos, we had a week in Puerto Ayora as well as a cruise in the islands. I was able to meet with the CEO of the Charles Darwin Foundation Gabriel Lopez, and also with the then head of science, Richard Gardiner. I also had useful a useful talk with Carlos Zapata who runs Fundacion Galapagos and discussed possible ways that we might help them, especially with their human- related agriculture and forest regeneration projects. We also had discussions with two schools about possible links with schools in New Zealand.
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